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(54) IC card automated transaction terminal and IC card used therein 



(57) An IC card automated transaction terminal is 
provided to operate in conjunction with an IC card capa- 
ble of storing a plurality of different balances relating to 
commercial transactions. For example, the IC card can 
provide separate storage for electronic money informa- 
tion and bonus point information. IC card reading/writing 
means are provided in the terminal for reading and writ- 
ing such information stored in said IC card along with 



input means for inputting transacted sum information 
and information storage means for storing electronic 
money information equivalent to transacted sum infor- 
mation. In another embodiment, small sum and large 
sum balances can be separately stored on the IC card, 
with only the large sum balance being locked and 
requiring a security code to carry out a transaction. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Field of the Invention 5 

The present invention relates to an electronic wallet 
applied system for providing a variety of service infor- 
mation in addition to electronic money information in an 
IC card used for a commercial transaction using an io 
electronic wallet system. 

Description of the Related Art 

At present, retail stores such as large-sized house- 75 
hold electric appliances shops, compact disc shops, 
gas stations and others provide a variety of premium 
services as an incentive, or reward, program for their 
regular customers. Typically, the premium services cor- 
respond to the sum of shopping by their specific cus- 20 
tomers who contract with their shops. Particularly, such 
shops often issue point information based upon the sum 
of shopping and often provide a cash value coupon or a 
gift certificate equivalent to the point information to such 
customers. In this case, point information is generally 25 
stored in a magnetic card. 

In the meantime, an disclosed in Japanese pub- 
lished unexamined patent application No. H3-92966, 
transactions using no cash by an electronic wallet sys- 
tem using an IC card have been developed. This is a 30 
system in which commercial transaction can be com- 
pleted without using any cash by writing arbitrarily spec- 
ified sum information to the memory of an IC card and 
sending required sum information from the IC card in 
clearing. 35 

If commercial transactions by this electronic wallet 
system are realized, a customer can do his/her daily 
shopping by only owning an IC card. In this case, it is 
anticipated that participating shops will also provide a 
variety of premium services to their customers. How- 40 
ever, with previous conventional systems, if a magnetic 
card is used as a medium for storing point information, 
two cards consisting of an IC card and a magnetic card 
are required in payment. 

45 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention 
to provide an arrangement for use with an IC card which 
is capable of storing a plurality of balances relating to so 
commercial transactions. 

Further, it is an object of the present invention to 
simplify the storage of point information, and use of the 
point information, when premium services are provided 
to customers in commercial transactions. ss 

In addition, it is an object of the present invention to 
provide an arrangement for use with an IC card for com- 
mercial transactions that can maintain a plurality of bal- 
ances to permit convenient small sum transactions 



without the need for using a security code, with prevent- 
ing large sum transactions unless a proper security 
code is entered. 

To achieve the above and other objects, the present 
invention provides an automated transaction terminal 
operating in conjunction with an IC card for storing elec- 
tronic money information and point information, IC card 
reading/writing means for reading and writing informa- 
tion stored in the IC card, IC card control means for con- 
trolling the input and ejection of the IC card, and input 
means for inputting the sum information of a transaction 
and sales information storage means for storing elec- 
tronic money, information equivalent to the sum infor- 
mation of the transaction. 

When a commercial transaction is performed, elec- 
tronic money equivalent to the sum of the transaction is 
subtracted from electronic money stored in an IC card 
which is read by the IC card reading/writing means and 
is stored in the sales information storage means. When 
the commercial transaction is performed, the informa- 
tion of a point equivalent to the above sum of the trans- 
action is also stored in the IC card by the IC card 
reading/writing means. 

According to the present invention, when a shop 
provides a variety of premium services in a commercial 
transaction by an electronic wallet system, the sum of 
the transaction can be paid and point information can be 
managed by only one IC card by storing sum informa- 
tion and point information in the same IC card. A shop 
issues point information corresponding to the sum of 
shopping which is stored in an IC card and can provide 
a cash value coupon or a gift certificate equivalent to 
this point information to its customer as a premium serv- 
ice. 

In the above system, sum information and point 
information are separately stored in a plurality of areas 
in an IC card, however, sum information can be also 
separately be stored in a plurality or areas. In this case, 
for example, the sum information of a small sum is 
stored in one area and the sum information or a large 
sum is stored in the other area. The information of an 
ordinarily payable sum may be also stored in the area 
for the sum information of a small sum and the area for 
the sum information of a large sum may be always 
locked by personal identification numbers. As a result, 
as daily payment of a small sum can be freely per- 
formed, however, personal identification numbers are 
required to be input only in the payment of a large sum. 
Thus, both a normal function as an IC card and a func- 
tion for providing security when an IC card is lost can be 
met by one IC card. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Fig. 1 is a block diagram showing an electronic wal- 
let applied system equivalent to a first embodiment 
according to the present invention; 
Fig. 2 shows point information storage in the elec- 
tronic wallet applied system according to the 
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present invention; 
♦ Fig. 3 is a flowchart showing processing by the 
electronic wallet applied system according to the 
present invention; 

Fig. 4 is a block diagram showing an electronic wal- 
let applied system equivalent to a second embodi- 
ment according to the present invention; 
Fig. 5 is a flowchart showing processing by the 
electronic wallet applied system equivalent to the 
second embodiment according to the present 
invention; 

Fig. 6 is a flowchart showing processing by another 
example of the electronic wallet applied system 
equivalent to the second embodiment according to 
the present invention; 

Fig. 7 is a flowchart showing processing for paying 
electronic money with, an IC card by the electronic 
wallet applied system according to the present 
invention; 

Fig. 8 is a block diagram showing an electronic wal- 
let applied system equivalent to a third embodiment 
according to the present invention; 
Fig. 9 is a flowchart showing processing by the 
electronic wallet applied system equivalent to the 
third embodiment according to the present inven- 
tion; 

Fig. 10 is a block diagram shoving an electronic 
wallet applied system equivalent to a fourth embod- 
iment according to the present invention; 
Fig. 1 1 is a flowchart showing processing by the 
electronic wallet applied system equivalent to the 
fourth embodiment according to the present inven- 
tion; 

Fig. 12 is a block diagram shoving an electronic 
wallet applied system equivalent to a fifth embodi- 
ment according to the present invention; and 
Fig. 13 shows point information storage in the elec- 
tronic wallet applied system equivalent to the fifth 
embodiment according to the present invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODI- 
MENTS 

Preferred embodiments according to the present 
invention will be described below referring to Figs. 1 to 
13. 

Fig. 1 is a block diagram showing an electronic wal- 
let system equivalent to a first embodiment according to 
the present invention. This is a system in which point 
information, issued by a shop based upon the sum of 
shopping is stored in an IC card together with sum infor- 
mation of the balance of electronic money so that pre- 
mium service equivalent to the point information can be 
provided to its specific customer. In this embodiment, a 
system in which a customer can do his/her shopping of 
the sum equivalent to point information will be described 
as an example. 

A reference number 1 denotes an IC card, 2 
denotes an ID number storage for storing a personal 



password and other ID information, 3 denotes a sum 
information storage for storing the balance of electronic 
money, 4 denotes a point information storage for storing 
point information issued by a shop, 5 denotes a proces- 

5 sor, 6 denotes a connector, 7 denotes a POS terminal, 
8 denotes a card controller, 9 denotes a card 
reader/writer, 10 denotes an input device, 11 denotes a 
display, 12 denotes a processor, 13 denotes a sales 
storage, 14 denotes a line controller and 23 denotes a 

io shop number storage. 

Fig. 2 shows an example of the point information 
storage 4. In this case, a shop number is allocated to 
each shop beforehand so that a plurality of shops can 
simultaneously provide premium service based upon 

is point information by one IC card and every shop 
number, the date of shopping, point information based 
upon the sum of shopping and the total points are 
stored. If a customer pays the price of shopping by 
his/her points, the number of used points is subtracted 

20 from the number of points stored in the point information 
storage 4. 

To store his/her point information, a customer is 
required to contract with a shop beforehand and, at that 
time, a shop number is registered in the IC card. In the 

25 case of a chain store such as a convenience store, 
points are added to the same shop number by using the 
same shop number in each store and premium service 
can be provided from the entire group of chain stores. 
Each portion of information stored in the above ID 

30 number storage 2. the above sum information storage 3 
and the above point information storage 4 is processed 
by the processor 5. The IC card communicates this 
processed information with an external POS terminal 
and others via the connector 6. 

35 The price of a commodity (i.e., an input sum) is 
input to the POS (point-of-sale) terminal via the input 
device 10 in the POS terminal 7 and the input sum and 
other information is displayed on the display 1 1 . Elec- 
tronic money information sent to the POS terminal 7 via 

40 the card reader/writer 9 is stored in the sales storage 1 3 
and sales for a day can be sent to a bank via a tele- 
phone line by access to the bank via the line controller 
14. 

Next, processing for clearing of shopping and point 
45 information will be described referring to Fig. 3. When a 
customer inserts his/her IC card into a POS terminal in 
payment at a shop (step S102) and a salesclerk thereof 
totalizes the sum of shopping (step S103). the totalized 
sum is displayed on the display 11 in a step S1 04. After- 
so ward, a shop number stored in the point information 
storage 4 in the IC card is read in a step S105 and the 
processor 5 determines in a step S106 whether a shop 
number stored in the shop number storage 23 in the 
POS terminal is registered in the IC card or not. 
55 First, a case in which a shop number is registered 
will be described. In this case, since the customer is a 
registered customer of the specific shop, he/she can be 
provided premium service equivalent to point informa- 
tion in the IC card. When point information in the IC card 
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is read by the card reader/writer in the POS terminal in 
a step S107, the customer judges whether he/she 
wants to use those points for shopping or not (step 
S108). 

If the customer pays the price of shopping by 
his/her points, the sum paid by his/her points is sub- 
tracted from the total sum of shopping in a step S109. 
As clearing by electronic money is not performed if the 
total sum of shopping is paid by his/her points, the 
number of used points is subtracted from his/her total 
points and only the point information storage in the IC 
card is updated in a step S1 14. 

In the meantime, if the price of shopping is paid by 
a combination of his/her points and electronic money, 
the balance of electronic money stored in the sum infor- 
mation storage 3 is read in a step S1 1 1 . The processor 
5 determines in a step S1 12 whether the balance of 
shopping after a part of the sum of shopping is paid by 
his/her points can be paid by his/her electronic money 
or not. If the balance can be paid, it is subtracted from 
the sum of his/her electronic money stored in the IC 
card, the sum information storage 3 is updated in a step 
S113 and the point information storage 4 is also 
updated in a step S1 14. If the balance cannot be paid by 
his/her electronic money, the IC card is ejected from the 
POS terminal in a step S1 1 7 after it is displayed on the 
display 1 1 in a step S1 1 5 that the balance of the IC card 
is short and the transaction is stopped in a step S1 1 8. 

If payment is not performed by the customer's 
points, the total amount of shopping is required to be 
paid by electronic money. In this case, first the balance 
of electronic money stored in the IC card is also read as 
described above in a step S119. Afterward, if the bal- 
ance of electronic money is short, the transaction is 
stopped. H the total amount of shopping can be paid by 
electronic money, it is subtracted from electronic money 
stored in the IC card and the sum information storage 3 
is updated in a step S121. 

As described above, if the shop number is regis- 
tered in the IC card, the price of shopping is paid by 
his/her point and electronic money stored in the IC card, 
the sales storage 13 in the POS terminal is updated in a 
step S1 16 after the completion of payment, the IC card 
is ejected in a step S1 1 7 and the processing is finished 
in a step S1 18. 

Next, a case in which a shop number is not regis- 
tered will be described. In this case, the total amount of 
shopping is required to be paid by electronic money. 
First, the balance of electronic money stored in the sum 
information storage 3 is read in a step S1 19. The proc- 
essor 5 determines in a step S120 whether the total 
amount of shopping can be paid by electronic money or 
not. If the total amount can be paid, electronic money 
equivalent to the sum of shopping is subtracted from the 
IC card, after the sum information storage 3 is updated 
in a step S121 , the IC card is ejected in a step Si 1 7 and 
the processing is finished in a step S118. 

On the other hand, if the total amount of shopping 
cannot be paid by electronic money, the IC card is 
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ejected from the POS terminal in a step S117 after it is 
displayed on the display 1 1 in a step S1 1 5 that the bal- 
ance of the IC card is short and the transaction is 
stopped in a step S1 18. 

5 A system for storing point information based upon 

the sum of shopping in an IC card is described above. 
According to this system, premium service based upon 
the sum of shopping can be provided to a customer spe- 
cific to a shop and the above point information and eiec- 

10 tronic money information can be stored in one IC card. 
In this embodiment, point information is stored only in 
an IC card 1, however, it may be also stored both in the 
POS terminal 7 and in an IC card 1. 

Writing point information to an IC card will now be 

15 further described in detail. In the above embodiment, for 
premium service, the sum of shopping equivalent to 
point information con be done, however, when point 
information is falsified, shopping can be done unfairly. 
Therefore, the shop number storage 23 for registering a 

20 shop number is provided in the POS terminal and the 
point information storage is controlled by the processor 
5 so that point information can be written only in case 
shop numbers are equal when point information is writ- 
ten to the point information storage 4 in an IC card. As a 

25 result, as point information cannot be update except at 
the shop, unfairness can prevented. 

Next, Fig 12 is a block diagram showing an elec- 
tronic wallet system equivalent to a fifth embocfiment 
according to the present invention. A reference number 

30 24 denotes customer information storage. In the case of 
the embodiment shown in Fig. 1 , any customer owning 
an IC card in which a shop number is registered 
receives the same premium service. However, the con- 
tents of premium service can be changed depending 

35 upon the particular identity of the customer by also stor- 
ing customer information in a POS terminal as shown in 
Fig. 12. As an example, special service can be provided 
for new customers for a fixed period after registration 
with a shop, such as providing twice as many points as 

40 usual are provided can be readily provided. 

Information showing the contents of service is 
stored in the IC card of a customer in place of storing 
customer information in a POS terminal, a terminal in a 
shop reads this information and the contents of pre- 

45 mium service can be also changed depending upon the 
particular identity of the customer. In this case, as 
shown in Fig. 13, information shoving the contents of 
service corresponding to a shop number is stored in the 
point information storage 4 in an IC card. In a transac- 

so tion, information showing the contents of service is read 
and different service can be provided for every cus- 
tomer by changing the contents of service according to 
road information, for example, the addition of points by 
7% in the case of a customer A and addition of points by 

55 5% in the case of a customer B. 

Next, Fig. 4 is a block diagram showing an elec- 
tronic wallet system equivalent to a second embodiment 
according to the present invention. This is a system for 
providing, a plurality of sum information storage in one 
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IC card. These sum information storage are classified 
into a large sum information storage and a small sum 
information storage. The large sum information storage 
is ordinarily locked by personal identification numbers, 
however, the small sum information storage is ordinarily 
not locked. Therefore, since personal identification 
numbers are required to be input in paying a large sum, 
but are not required to be input in paying a small sum 
such as the price of a tobacco and a telephone charge, 
both a convenient normal function and a function for 
providing security when an IC card is lost can be met by 
one IC card. 

Referring to Fig. 4, a reference number 15 denotes 
an ID number storage A, 16 denotes a sum information 
storage A, 17 denotes an ID number storage B and 18 
denotes a sum information storage B. Electronic money 
stored in the sum information storage A is used to pay 
small sums and electronic money stored in the sum 
information storage B is used to pay large sums The 
sum information storage A is locked by personal identi- 
fication numbers registered in the ID number storage A 
and the sum information storage B is locked by personal 
identification numbers registered in the ID number stor- 
age B. 

While being locked by personal identification num- 
bers, the input of personal identification numbers regis- 
tered in an JC card is required in paying by electronic 
money and if the personal identification numbers are 
not input correctly, payment by electronic money in an 
IC card is disabled. Therefore, to prevent a lost IC card 
from being used unfairly, it is desirable that the sum 
information storage is ordinarily locked by personal 
identification numbers. However, in this case, inputting 
of personal identification numbers is required for every 
normal payment, no matter how small, and a problem 
occurs that the facility and convenience of an I C card is 
deteriorated. 

As shown in Fig. 4, a "pocket A" for paying a small 
sum and a "pocket B" for paying a large sum are pro- 
vided in one IC card, and the pockets A and B are 
switched based upon a paid sum. Referring to Fig. 5, 
concrete processing will be described below. 

When a customer pays in a shop, he/she inserts 
his/her IC card into a POS terminal there (a step S202) 
and when a salesclerk there totalizes the sum of shop* 
ping (a step S203), the total amount is displayed on a 
display 1 1 in a step S204. Afterward, the balance A of 
electronic money stored in the sum information storage 
A in the pocket A is read by a card reader/writer 9 in a 
step S205 and a processor 12 in the POS terminal 
determines in a step S206 whether the sum of shopping 
can be paid or not. 

In this case, as the balance A is for paying a small 
sum, the sum information storage A in updated in a step 
S207 if the sum of shopping can be paid, and a sales 
storage 13 in the POS terminal is updated in a step 
S218. On the other hand, in the case of paying a large 
sum, as the balance A is not enough to pay a large sum 
and a large sum cannot be paid by the balance A, pay- 



ment using the pocket A is automatically switched to 
payment by the balance stored in the sum information 
storage B in the pocket B. 

As the sum information storage B is ordinarily 

5 locked by personal identification numbers registered in 
the ID number storage B, words for prompting a cus- 
tomer to input his/her ID number are displayed on the 
display 1 1 in a step S208. When the customer inputs 
his/her personal identification numbers via an input 

10 device 10 (step S209). his/her personal identification 
numbers registered in the ID number storage B are read 
in a step S210 and a processor 5 determines in a step 
S21 1 whether the read personal identification numbers 
are equal to those input via the input device 10 or not. 

is As the IC card may be used unfairly if personal identifi- 
cation numbers are not equal, the IC card is ejected in a 
step S219 and the transaction is stopped in a step 
S220. In the meantime, if personal identification num- 
bers are equal, the balance B stored in the sum informa- 

20 tion storage B is read in a step S21 2 and the processor 
5 determines in a step S 213 whether the sum of shop- 
ping can be paid or not. 

If payment by electronic money is enabled, the sum 
information storage B is unlocked in a step S214 and 

25 the sum of shopping is subtracted from electronic 
money in an IC card. After the balance B of the sum 
information storage B is updated in a step S215. the 
sum information storage B is automatically locked by 
the above personal identification numbers in a step 

30 S21 6. Further, after the sales storage 1 3 in the POS ter- 
minal is updated in a step S218, the IC card is ejected 
in a step S219 and the processing is finished in a step 
S220. 

On the other hand, if payment is disabled, the IC 

35 card is ejected in a step S21 9 after it is displayed on the 
display 1 1 that the balance B is short in a step S21 7 and 
the transaction is stopped in a step S220. 

In summary, a system in which a plurality of sum 
information storage are provided in one IC card has 

40 been described above. In this system, the plurality of 
sum information storage are classified into a large sum 
information storage and a small sum information stor- 
age and both of a normal convenient function and a 
function for providing security when an IC card is tost 

45 can be met by one IC card by ordinarily using the small 
sum information storage without locking it while the 
large sum information storage is ordinarily locked by 
personal identification numbers. 

In the Fig. 5 process, a system is used in which. 

so when a large sum is to be paid, the balance of the small 
sum information storage A is first determined to be short 
in step 206. In other words, the total amount of the small 
sum storage A provides the upper limit value to the 
receivable sum of electronic money which can be paid 

55 from the sum information storage A in an IC card. If pay- 
ment by electronic money stored in the small sum infor- 
mation storage A is not possible because the requested 
amount is too large, automatically the system is 
switched for payment by electronic money stored in the 
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large sum information storage B. However, as shown in 
Fig. 6, an upper limit sum may be set in the step 305 
beforehand for the maximum amount of payment by 
electronic money stored in the sum information storage 
A which will be permitted. If the upper limit sum is 
exceeded, payment by electronic money stored in the 
small sum information storage A will be automatically 
switched to payment by electronic money stored in the 
large sum information storage B. In the embodiment of 
Fig. 6, as an upper limit value is set tor the receivable 
sum stored in the sum information storage A, electronic 
money equal to or larger in sum than the upper limit 
value cannot be paid from an IC card unless personal 
identification numbers are correctly input, unlike the 
embodiment shown in Fig. 5, even if the amount of 
money available in the sum information storage A would 
be sufficient to pay the amount requested. 

Fig. 7 is a flowchart showing processing for paying 
electronic money with an IC card in the embodiment 
shown in Figs. 5 and 6. In this case, money can be 
remitted from a customer's account to his/her IC card by 
inserting the IC card into an ATM (Automatic Teller 
Machine) of a bank or accessing a bank via a telephone 
line. When a customer inserts his/her IC card (step 
S402) and inputs his/her personal identification num- 
bers (step S403), the persona! identification numbers 
are displayed in a step $404. Next, when a sum to be 
paid from his/her bank account is input in a step S405, 
the sum is displayed in a step S406. 

The bank checks in a step S407 whether the input 
personal identification numbers are equal to those reg- 
istered in the IC card or not, and, if they are not equal, it 
is determined that the IC card is used unfairly, the IC 
card is ejected in a step S 417 and the transaction is 
stopped. 

On the other hand, if both personal identification 
numbers are equal, it is determined in a step S408 
whether a sum to be paid from the customer's bank 
account is equal to or smaller than the balance of the 
account or not, and, if the sum can be paid, the balance 
A of the sum information storage A in the IC card is read 
in a step S409. If the sum cannot be paid, it is displayed 
in a step S410 that the balance of the customer's bank 
account is short and the transaction is stopped. 

Next, as an upper limit value is set to the receivable 
sum of the sum information storage A in the IC card, it is 
calculated in a step S41 1 how much money is receiva- 
ble to the upper limit value by calculating an expression 
"upper limit value - balance A". If money can be 
received in the sum information storage A, the balance 
A is updated in a step S412 and afterward, the remain- 
der of the sum paid from the customer's bunk account is 
calculated in a step S413. tf a remainder exists, his/her 
bank account is updated in a step S41 6 after the sum of 
this remainder is added to the sum information storage 
B in the IC card in a step S415. However, if no remain- 
der exists, the balance of the bank account is immedi- 
ately updated. 

In the meantime, if the balance A of the sum infor- 



mation storage A is equal to the upper limit value, the 
total amount withdrawn from the customer's bank 
account is added to the sum information storage B in a 
step 41 5. 

5 As described above, electronic money exceeding 

the upper limit value cannot be stored in the sum infor- 
mation storage A and the remainder is automatically 
added to the sum information storage B. 

In the embodiment shown in Fig. 4, a plurality of ID 

10 number storage are provided in one IC card, however, 
only one ID number storage may be provided and the 
large sum information storage may be also unlocked 
using personal identification numbers stored in this stor- 
age. In this embodiment, two sum information storage 

15 of the large sum information storage and the small sum 
information storage are provided, however, two or more 
sum information storage may be provided and they may 
be also automatically or manually switched for payment. 
In the above embodiment, payment by electronic 

20 money stored in the small sum information storage is 
switched to payment by electronic money stored in the 
large sum information storage by providing a plurality of 
sum information storage in an IC card. However, as 
shown in Fig. 8. only one sum information storage may 

25 be provided in an IC card and the input of personal iden- 
tification numbers may be also required depending 
upon a withdrawn sum. However, in this case, since 
small sums of electronic money can be freely withdrawn 
until the balance stored in an IC card is short, the total 

30 amount of the balance stored in an IC card could be 
withdrawn when the IC card is used unfairly. Therefore, 
security can be also provided by automatically requiring 
the input of personal identification numbers when small 
sums of electronic money are withdrawn by a fixed fre- 

35 quency N. Referring to Fig. 9, the details will be 
described below. A reference number 22 in Fig. 9 
denotes an access frequency storage for storing the fre- 
quency of access to an IC card. 

When a customer inserts his/her IC card into a POS 

40 terminal (step S502) in payment in a shop and a sales- 
derk there totalizes the sum of shopping (step S503), 
the total sum of shopping is displayed in a step S504. 
Afterward, the frequency of access to the IC card stored 
in the access frequency storage 22 in the IC card is read 

45 by a card reader/writer in a step S505. 

tf this frequency of access reaches a fixed fre- 
quency N, the input of the customer's ID number is 
automatically required in a step S509. However, rf the 
frequency of access is smaller than a fixed frequency N, 

so the input of the ID number is required only if the sum of 
chopping exceeds a predetermined upper limit value in 
a step S508. If the frequency of access reaches a fixed 
frequency N, the access frequency storage 22 in the IC 
card is reset in a step S507 and restored to an initial 

55 value. 

If an input ID number and an ID number registered 
in the IC card are equal in a step S512, the balance 
stored in the IC card is read in a step S513. However, if 
they are not equal, the IC card is ejected in a step S519 
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after the frequency of access is updated in a step S51 8 
and the transaction is stopped in a step S520. 

When the balance stored in the IC card is read, it is 
determined in a step S51 4 whether the sum of shopping 
can be paid by the balance stored in the IC card or not. s 
If the sum of shopping can be paid, the balance stored 
in the IC card is updated in a step S515 and a sales 
storage in the POS terminal is updated in a step S517. 
After the frequency of access is updated, the IC card is 
ejected and the processing is finished. In the meantime. 10 
if the sum of shopping cannot be paid, the IC card is 
ejected after it is displayed that the balance is short in a 
step S516 and the processing is stopped. 

As described above, only one sum information stor- 
age is provided in an IC card and the input of personal 15 
identification numbers may he also required depending 
upon a withdrawn sum. In this case, a limitation can be 
imposed on unfair use by requiring the input of personal 
identification numbers when the frequency of access to 
the IC card reaches a fixed frequency N. 20 

In the above embodiments shown in Figs. 4 to 7, a 
plurality of sum information storage are classified into a 
large sum information storage and a small sum informa- 
tion storage, however, they may be also be classified for 
other purposes of payment. For example, in the case of 25 
an office worker, clearing money expended for a busi- 
ness trip can be simplified by classifying money used for 
his/her business and money used privately in one IC 
card and switching them depending upon a purpose in 
payment. For example, as shown in a flowchart in Fig. 30 
1 1 , public money used for the business of a company is 
stored in a pocket A, while money used privately is 
stored in a pocket B, and they can be readily switched 
by a user in paying electronic money. 

For example, a sum information storage dedicated 35 
to payment to a specific railroad corporation can be also 
provided to a plurality of sum information storage. In this 
case, service can be also provided to a user by adding 
a fixed premium to the dedicated sum information stor- 
age. 40 

Next, Fig. 10 is a block diagram showing an elec- 
tronic wallet system equivalent to a fourth embodiment 
according to the present invention. This is a system in 
which sum information and personal information such 
as an address and a telephone number are stored in 45 
one IC card and in this embodiment, a case that an 
address is entered for door-to-door service will be 
described below. 

Referring to Fig. 10. a reference number 19 
denotes a personal information storage for storing a so 
name, an address and a telephone number. A reference 
number 20 denotes a printer for printing the above per- 
sonal information on an invoice for door-to-door service. 
A reference number 21 denotes a POS terminal in 
which a function for printing personal information is ss 
built. 

If a customer requests door-to-door service to 
deliver a package, he/she passes his/her IC card to a 
clerk there and pays for the package by electronic 




money stored in a sum information storage 3. His/her 
address and name can be automatically printed in the 
field of a client of the invoice by the printer 20 by reading 
personal information stored in the personal information 
storage 19. In this case, items in the field of a destina- 
tion are handwritten, however, if the information of the 
destination is also stored in the personal information 
storage 3, required information can be automatically 
printed in the field of the destination. 

According to the present invention, when a shop 
provides a variety of premium service in a commercial 
transaction by an electronic wallet system, the sum of 
shopping can be paid and point information can be 
managed in only one IC card by storing sum information 
and point information in the IC card. 

In the above system, sum information and point 
information are separately stored in a plurality of areas 
in an IC card, however, sum information can be also 
separately stored in a plurality of areas. In this case, 
sum information stored in one area is used for payment 
of a small sum and sum information stored in the other 
area is used for payment of a large sum. Thus, both a 
normal convenient function and a function for providing 
security when an IC card is lost can be met by one IC 
card by ordinarily enabling payment in the area for pay- 
ment of a small sum and ordinarily locking the area for 
payment of a large sum by personal identification num- 
bers. 

While the present invention has been described in 
detail and pictorially in the accompanying drawings it is 
not limited to such details since many changes and 
modifications recognizable to those of ordinary skill in 
the art may be made to the invention without departing 
form the spirit and the scope thereof. 

Claims 

1 . An IC card automated transaction terminal for per- 
forming a commercial transaction by updating sum 
information stored in an IC card by the sum of a 
transaction, comprising: 

input means for inputting an instruction in rela- 
tion to a transaction; 

IC card reading/writing means for reading and 
writing information from/to said IC card for stor- 
ing a first balance and a second balance in said 
IC card; and 

control means for reading one or both of said 
first balance and second balance from said IC 
card by controlling said IC card reading/writing 
means, subtracting the sum of a transaction 
input from said input means from one or both of 
said first balance and second balance specified 
by an instruction from said input means and 
updating said specified balance in said IC card. 

2. An IC card automated transaction terminal accord- 
ing to Claim 1, wherein: 
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said first balance is the balance of a sum of 
electronic money; and 

said second balance is the balance of points 
provided based on the number of transactions 
which the IC card has been used for. 

3. An IC card automated transaction terminal accord- 
ing to Claim 2, wherein: 

said control means updates said balance of 
points in said IC card by adding the value of a 
point equivalent to said sum of a transaction to 
said balance of points read from said IC card 
when said balance of a sum is updated. 

4. An IC card automated transaction terminal accord- 
ing to Claim 2, further comprising: 

shop number storage means for storing a shop 
number; 

wherein said control means reads a shop 
number stored corresponding to said balance of 
points in said IC card before said balance of points 
in said IC card is updated and updates said balance 
of points in said IC card only if said read shop 
number and a shop number stored in said shop 
number storage means are equal. 

5. An IC card automated transaction terminal accord- 
ing to Claim 1 , wherein: 

said first balance and said second balance are 
both balances of sums of electronic money; 
and 

said control means locks updating by requiring 
a registered personal identification numbers if 
said first balance in said IC card is updated. 

6. An IC card automated transaction terminal accord- 
ing to Claim 1 p wherein: 

said first balance and said second balance are 
both balances of sums of electronic money; 
said control means compares the magnitude of 
a sum of a transaction and a predetermined 
upper limit value if said first balance in said IC 
card is updated and only performs updating of 
said first balance if said sum of a transaction is 
smaller than said upper limit value. 

7. An IC card automated transaction terminal accord- 
ing to Claim 6, wherein: 

said upper limit value is stored in said IC card; 
and 

said control means reads said upper limit value 
from said IC card for comparison. 



8. An IC card automated transaction terminal accord- 
ing to Claim 1 , wherein: 

said first balance and said second balance are 
5 both balances of sums of electronic money; 

said control means subtracts said sum of a 
transaction from said first balance if said sum 
of a transaction is equal to or larger than an 
upper limit sum; and 
10 said control means subtracts said sum of a 

transaction from said second balance if said 
sum of a transaction is equal to or smaller than 
the upper limit sum. 

is 9. An IC card automated transaction terminal accord- 
ing to daim 8, wherein: 

said upper limit value is stored in said IC card; 
and 

20 said control means reads said upper limit value 

from said IC card for comparison. 

10. An IC card automated transaction terminal accord- 
ing to Claim 1 , further comprising: 

25 

a line controller for connecting to an external 
device. 

wherein said control means increases one or 
30 both of said first balance and said second balance 
in said IC card according to an instruction from said 
input means and said line controller. 

11. An IC card automated transaction terminal accord- 
35 ing to Claim 1 0, wherein: 

said control means first increases said first bal- 
ance when it increases one or both of said first 
balance and said second balance in said IC 
40 card; and 

said control means next increases said second 
balance when said first balance is equal to a 
predetermined upper limit sum. 

45 1 2. An IC card for storing sum information and for per- 
forming a commercial transaction by inserting it into 
a terminal and updating said sum information, com- 
prising: 

so a first storage area for storing a first balance; 

a second storage area for storing a second bal- 
ance; and 

control means for updating said first and sec- 
ond balances stored in said first and second 
55 storage areas according to an instruction from 

said terminal. 

13. An IC card according to Claim 12, wherein: 
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said first balance is the balance of a sum of 
electronic money; and 

said second balance is the balance of points 
provided based on the number of transactions 
which the iC card has been used for. 

14. An IC card according to Claim 12, wherein: 

said second storage area stores plural bal- 
ances of points from a plurality of participating 
shops. 

15. An IC card according to Claim 14, wherein: 

said second storage area stores a shop 
number to specify a shop in which said plural 
balances of points are effective corresponding 
to said plural balances of points. 

16. An IC card according to Claim 12, wherein: 

said first balance and said second balance are 
both balances of sums of electronic money. 

17. An IC card according to claim 12. wherein: 

said first and second storage area further store 
an upper limit value of an amount which can be 
subtracted from said first and second balances. 

18. An IC card automated transaction terminal for per- 
forming a commercial transaction by updating sum 
information stored in an IC card by the sum of a 
transaction, comprising: 

input means for inputting an instruction in rela- 
tion to a transaction; 

IC card reading/writing means for reading and 
writing information in said IC card for storing a 
first balance and a second balance; and 
control means for updating a specified balance 
in said IC card by reading one or both of said 
first balance and said second balance from 
said IC card by controlling said IC card read- 
ing/writing means and subtracting the sum of a 
transaction input from said input means from 
one or both of said first balance and said sec- 
ond balance specified according to an instruc- 
tion from said input means. 

19. An IC card automated transaction terminal accord- 
ing to Claim 18, wherein: 

said first balance is the balance of a sum of 
electronic money; and 

said second balance is information showing the 
balance of points provided based on the 
number of transactions which the IC card has 
been used for and the level of service which the 



IC card is entitled to receive. 

20. An IC card automated transaction terminal accord- 
ing to Claim 1 9, wherein: 

5 

said control means updates said balance of 
points in said IC card by adding the value of a 
point equivalent to said sum of a transaction to 
said balance of points read from said IC card 
io when said balance of a sum is updated. 

21. An IC card automated transaction terminal accord- 
ing to Claim 19, wherein: 

75 said control means changes the value of points 

equivalent to said sum of a transaction accord- 
ing to information showing said level of service. 

22. An IC card automated transaction terminal accord- 
20 ing to Claim 1 9 t further comprising: 

shop number storage means, 

wherein said control means reads a shop 
25 number stored corresponding to said balance of 
points in said IC card before said balance of points 
in said IC card is updated; and 

wherein said control means updates said 
balance of points in said IC card only if said read 
30 shop number and its shop number stored in said 
shop number storage means are equal. 

23. An IC card automated transaction terminal accord- 
ing to Claim 18, wherein: 

35 

said first balance is the balance of a sum of 
electronic money; and 

said second balance is the balance of points 
provided based on the number of transactions 
40 the IC card has been used for. 

24. An IC card automated transaction terminal accord- 
ing to Claim 23, wherein: 

45 said control means updates said balance of 

points in said IC card by adding the value of a 
point equivalent to said sum of a transaction to 
said balance of points read from said IC card 
when said balance of a sum is updated. 

50 

25. An IC card automated transaction terminal accord- 
ing to Claim 23, further comprising: 

shop number storage means for storing a shop 
55 number and storage means for staring cus- 

tomer information, 

wherein said control means reads a shop 
number stored corresponding to said balance of 
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points in said IC card before said balance of points 
in said IC card is updated; and 

wherein said control means updates said 
balance of points in said IC card according to infor- 
mation stored in said storage means only if said 5 
read shop number and the shop number stored in 
said shop number storage means are equal. 

26. An automated transaction terminal for performing a 
commercial transaction by updating sum informa- 10 
tion stored in an external storage medium by the 
sum of a transaction, comprising: 

input means for receiving an instruction in rela- 
tion to a transaction; 15 
input/output means for receiving and transmit- 
ting information from/to said external storage 
medium for storing a first balance and a second 
balance in said eternal storage medium; and 
control means for reading one or both of said 20 
first balance and second balance from said 
external storage medium by controlling said 
input/output means, subtracting the sum of a 
transaction input from said input means from 
one or both of said first balance and second 25 
balance specified by an instruction from said 
input means and providing an output signal to 
update said specified balance in said external 
storage medium. 

30 

27. An IC card automated transaction terminal accord- 
ing to claim 26, wherein: 



31- An IC card for storing sums information regarding 
an amount of electronic money and for performing a 
commercial transaction by inserting it into a termi- 
nal and updating said sum information, comprising: 

a first storage for storing a first balance regard- 
ing said amount of electronic money; and 
a second storage for storing a second balance 
regarding said amount of electronic money. 

32. The IC card according to claim 31 , wherein 

said first storage includes a large sum informa- 
tion; and 

said second storage includes a small sum 
information. 

33. TTie IC card according to claim 31 , further compris- 
ing: 

a first storage area for storing ID number infor- 
mation to control said first storage area for stor- 
ing said first balance; and 
a second storage area for storing ID number 
information to control said second storage area 
for storing said second balance. 

34. An IC card according to claim 5. wherein the control 
means permits updating of the second balance 
without a registered personal identification number. 



said first balance is the balance of a sum of 
electronic money; and 35 
said second balance is the balance of points 
provided based on the number of transactions 
which the IC card has been used for. 



28. An IC card for storing sum information regarding an 40 
amount of electronic money and for performing a 
commercial transaction by inserting it into a termi- 
nal and updating said sum information, comprising: 

at least one storage area for storing an irrfor- 45 
mation different from said sum information. 

29. The IC card according to claim 28. wherein 

said at least one storage area includes point so 
information based on said sum information. 



30. The IC card according to claim 28. wherein 



said at least one storage area includes ID 55 
number information for storing at least one of a 
personal password and shop number informa- 
tion. 
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SHOP 
NUMBER 




on i mt 


TOTAL 
POINTS 


A0001 


1995.4. 3 
1995.4.30 


300 
1000 


300 
1300 


A0024 


1995.5. 5 

1995.6. 2 
1995.6. 5 


1000 
-1000 
500 


1000 
0 

500 


B0007 


1995.5. 2 
1995.6.30 


500 
700 


500 
1200 











12 



EP 0 775 990 A2 



START PROCESSING 
I 



FIG. 3 

jrSIOl 



SI 02 




SUM AMOUNT OF SHOPPING 

X 



DISPLAY AMOUNT 
I 



READ SHOP NUMBER 




S103 
-SI 04 



-S105 



CLEAR AMOUNT OF SHOPPING 



-^107 




I 

.NO 




yS109 






^119 


J 


READ BALANCE 




EJECT CARD 
I 



TERMINATE PROCESSING 



sm n n. READING/WRITING 

U LI -FROM/TO IC CARD 

-S1 18 c=q. READING/WRITING 

I 1 * FROM/TO POS TERMINAL 



13 



EP 0 775 990 A2 




oo 





Ovl 






CO 




>LAY 




ESSOR 


'x 


SALES 
STORAGE 


isia 




PROCI 








1 


t 








a> 






CD 




QC 
LU 














1 

o 






CARD 

READER/ 

WRITER 






UJ 

»— o 


CARD 
CONTR 






Q- > 
Z LU 

— a 




POCKET A 



POCKET B 



14 



EP 0 775 990 A2 



S201 



FIG. 5 




V S2 1 9 n Tl . READ I NG/WR ITING 

r U U • FROM/TO 1C CARD 

irS220 I 1 READING/WRITING 

I I 1 : FROM/TO POS TERMINAL 



15 



EP 0 775 990 A2 



S301 



FIG. 6 



READ BALANCE TTI 




S307 

B AUNCE> 0 ? WT ^ NO 
A" SHOPPING^ 

9 



S308 



DISPLAY BALANCE 
S SHORT 



DISPLAY BALANCE 
IS SHORT 



UPDATE BALANCE B 
\ 



LOCK 



-S3! 8 



UPDATE SALES 



Y 



S320 



EJECT CARD 



-S321 



TERMINATE PROCESSING 



r 

TrS322 



n [I .READING/WRITING 

U Li 'FROM/TO 1C CARD 

=zq READING/WRITING 
i FROM/TO POS TERMINAL 



16 



EP 0 775 990 A2 



START PROCESSING 



•S401 




FIG. 7 



REQUEST TO INPUT PASSWORD 

X 

DISPLAY PASSWORD 

X 



REQUEST TO INPUT 
AMOUNT TO BE PAID 
i 



DISPLAY AMOUNT 



S403 
S404 

S405 

S406 




S410 



DISPLAY BALANCE 
IS SHORT 



UPDATE BALANCE A 
1 



CALCULATE RESIDUAL AMOUNT 



S413 




UPDATE BALANCE B 



UPDATE ACCOUNT 



-S415 



-S416 



± 



EJECT CARD 



-S417 



TERMINATE PROCESSING 



J n II READING/WRITING 

J-S418 U U '• FROM/TO IC CARD 



17 



EP 0 775 990 A2 



— O 
—J o 



I 

CO 



o 

CO 
CO 
LU 

o 
o 













LU 

CD 




to «< 




luoc 




-JO 








coco 











o 




1— 












o oc 




u- o 




2h- 


CO 


— CO 



>- CO 
O CO 
Z LU LU 

o«<oc 

LU O 
QC Ll- J— 
U.OCO 



1ft 



EP 0 775 990 A2 



S501 



FIG. 9 



RESET FREQUENCY 
OF ACCESS 




READING/WRITING 
FROM/TO 1C CARD 



f " ' I 1 READING/WRITING 

I 1" FROM/TO POS TERMINAL 



EP0 775 990 A2 



OO 

X] 



PRINTER 






OLLER 










LINE 
CONTR 




















CSJ 

*\ 


1 - 


r 


CO 




>LAY 




SSOR 




SALES 
STORAGE 


is i a 




PROCI 








1 


k t 












r 






OLLER 




a> 


CARD 

READER/ 

WRITER 






UJ 

z=> — 


CARD 
CONTR 






Z LU 

— a 



X 



to 



12 



o 
cj 











o 




h- 




<C LU 








cc*<c 




o oc 




U- o 




z f— 


CO 


— CO 



<C<CLU 

occ< 
CO o oc 
ecu. o 

UJZh 
Q- — CO 



20 



EP 0 775 990 A2 



FIG. 11 




S601 



S603 
S604 



,S611 



READ BALANCE B 



UPDATE BALANCE A 



UPDATE SALES 




YES „S613 



DISPLAY BALANCE 
IS SHORT 



S609 



EJECT CARD 



X 



TERMINATE PROCESSING 



TrS615 
J-S616 



UPDATE BALANCE 
B 



UPDATE SALES 



J 



S614 



READING/WRITING 
: FROM/TO IC CARD 
q READING/WRITING 
J TROM/TO POS TERMINAL 



21 



EP 0 775 990 A2 



X] 



o 

OC H- 
UJ<U 

ooc< 

h-OOC 
WLL.O 
=> Z I— 
O — CO 



oc 



OC 



o 



CO 



CM 



LU 



CNJ 



\ LU 



zo 

oo 

CO CO 



OC 
O 
CO 
CO 
LU 

o 
o 
oc 



ITT 



CO 



LU 

co 

LU OC 

—to 

CO CO 







1 








OC 
LU 




o> 












1 

1 

o 






CARD 

READER/ 

WRITER 






LU 

1— o 


CARD 
CONTR 






Ou > 
Z LU 

Ok 



7Y 



to 



LU 



O 




GE 


CO 


ION 




ION 


oc 










o 
1— 




-*C LU 




-< LU 
SO 


CO 




OC-cC 




H- OC 




O OC 




zooc 










— Lu O 






=5 Z«— 




OZt— 






CO — CO 




a. — co 



22 



EP 0 775 990 A2 



FIG. 13 



SHOP 
NUMBER 


CONTENTS 
OF SERVICE 


DATE 


POINT 


TOTAL 
POINTS 


A0001 


A 


i yyb. 4. o 
1 995. 4. 30 


oUU 
1000 


oUU 
1300 


A0024 


C 


1 995. 5. 5 
1995. 6. 2 
1995. 6. 5 


1000 
-1000 
500 


1000 
0 

500 


B0007 


B 


1995.5. 2 
1995. 6.30 


500 
700 


500 
1200 













A : ADD 796 TO POINT 
B : ADD 596 TO POINT 
C : ADD 396 TO POINT 



23 



(19) 



J 



Eu^w 




(12) 



(88) Date of publication A3: 

23.08.2000 Bulletin 2000/34 



aisches Patentamt 
European Patent Office 
Office europeen des brevets (1 1 ) EP 0 775 990 A3 

EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 

(51) int CI 7: G07F 7/08, G07F 1 9/00 



(43) Date of publication A2: 

28.05.1997 Bulletin 1997/22 

(21) Application number: 96118451.2 

(22) Date of f iling: 1 8.1 1 .1 996 



(84) Designated Contracting States: 


* Takami, Yutaka 


DE FR GB 


Yokohama-shi, Kanagawa-ken (JP) 




• Inoue, Masayuki 


(30) Priority: 21.11.1995 J P 30245895 


Yokohama-shi, Kanagawa-ken (JP) 


(71) Applicant: Hitachi, Ltd. 


(74) Representative: 


Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 1 01 (JP) 


Altenburg, Udo, Dipl.-Phys. et al 




Patent- und Rechtsanwalte 


(72) Inventors: 


Bardehle . Pagenberg . Dost . Altenburg . 


• Matsumoto, Kenji 


Geissler . Isenbruck 


Yokohama-shi, Kanagawa-ken (JP) 


Galileiplatz 1 


• Ito, Shigeyuki 


81679 Munchen (DE) 


Kawasaki-shi, Kanagawa-ken (JP) 





(54) IC card automated transaction terminal and IC card used therein 



(57) An IC card automated transaction terminal is 
provided to operate in conjunction with an IC card capa- 
ble of storing a plurality of different balances relating to 
commercial transactions. For example, the IC card can 
provide separate storage for electronic money informa- 
tion and bonus point information. IC card reading/writing 
means are provided in the terminal for reading and writ- 
ing such information stored in said IC card along with 



input means for inputting transacted sum information 
and information storage means for storing electronic 
money information equivalent to transacted sum infor- 
mation. In another embodiment, small sum and large 
sum balances can be separately stored on the IC card, 
with only the large sum balance being locked and 
requiring a security code to carry out a transaction. 



FIG. 1 



CO 

< 

o 
o> 
o> 

in 
h- 
h- 

o 
Q. 

LU 



ID STORAGE 
















SUM 

INFORMATION 
STORAGE 




PROCESSOR 


<** 




POINT 

INFORMATION 
STORAGE 











IC CARD 



CONNECTOR 



CARD 

CONTROLLER 



DISPLAY 



CARD 

READER/ 

WRITER 



b 



POS TERMINAL 



PROCESSOR 



X 



INPUT 
DEVICE 



✓10 /*13 



LINE 

CONTROLLER 



✓23 



SALES 
STORAGE 



SHOP NUMBER 
STORAGE 



Primed by Xerox (UK) Business Services 



EP 0 775 990 A3 



European Patant 
Office 



EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 



Application Numtor 

EP 96 11 8451 



DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category 



Y 
Y 



Citation of document win indication, where appropriate. 
of relevant passages 



EP 0 668 581 A (FUJITSU LTD) 
23 August 1995 (1995-08-23) 



* page 6, line 49 - page .11, li 
figures 1-9 * 



ne 6; 



FR 2 616 940 A (REMY CLAUDE) 
23 Decenter 1988 (1988-12-23) 

* page 1, line 1 - page 4, line 10 * 

* Page 7. line 22 - page 9, line 26; 
figure 1 * 

US 5 380 991 A (VALENCIA LUIS ET AL) 
10 January 1995 (1995-01-10) 

* column 2, line 51 - column 3» line 41 * 



T lie pres en t ee uo li io pmt h as hmnia w iiu p tor nW c l aims 



Relevant 

to claim 



1-3,12. 
13, 

18-21, 
23,24. 
26-29 
4.14,15, 
22,25 

4,14,15, 
22,25 



CLASSIFICATION OF THE 
APPLICATION (lntCI.6) 



6G7F7/08 
G07F19/0G 



TECHNICAL FIE LOS 
SEARCHED (IM.CL6) 



G07F 
G07G 
G06F 



»«f 

MUNICH 



Dm cfl ecrflptatnn or turn mm* 

3 April 2008 



Ruggiu, M 



s 

8 



CATEGORY OF CITED OOCUUENtS 

X : particularly rwevent f taken alone 

Y : partmulariy le U w H I ooitibvted wtth another 

dooumtMrt of the urrta category 
A : technological background 
O : norv-wriifcan dttotoaure 
P : intafmadiata document 



T : theory or prfnopte urtdertymg the viwenbon 
E : earlker patent ODOumerrt, out pubiaheo: on, or 

after the Nfcig date 
D : document cited in the application 
I- : document cited for other raaanni 



A : m a naj w of the ■ 
document 



» patent Camay, 



2 




EP 0 775 990 A3 




European Patent 
Office 



EP 96 11 8451 



Application Number 



CLAIMS INCURRING FEES 



The preterit European patent application comprised at the time of filing more than ten claims. 

□ Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search 
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have 
been paid, namely claim(s): 



□ No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report 
been drawn up for the first ten claims. 



The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of Invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 



see sheet B 



□ Ail further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit The present European search report hat 
been drawn up for alt claims. 

□ As all searchable claims could be searched without effort Justifying an additional fee, the Search Division 
did not invite payment of any additional fee. 

□ Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European 
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the 
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, namely claims: 



LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION 



CTl None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit The present European search 
l_l report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention 
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims: 



1-4, 12-15, 18-29 



EP 0 775 990 A3 



Europe Patent ^ Qp |NVENT|ON Aprf.e.«on Number 

Office 

SHEET B EP 96 11 B451 



The Search D Mm ion considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity ot invention and relates to severaJ inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 

1. Claims: 1-4,12-15,18-29 

IC card storing a first balance representing a sum of 
electronic money and a second balance representing bonus 
points, and terminal for updating said balances in the IC 
card. 



2. Claims: 1,5-12,16-18,26,28,30-34 

IC card storing two balances , each of which represents a sum 
of electronic money, and terminal for updating said 
electronic money balances in the IC card. 



4 



EP 0 775 990 A3 



ANNEX TO THE EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 

ON EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION NO. EP 96 11 8451 



This annex lists the patent family mombtra rotating to the patent documents cited tn the above-mentioned European search report. 
The members are as contained in the European Patent Office EDP file on 

The European Patent Office is in no way tiable for these particulars which are merely grren for the purpose ol information. 

03-G4-2O0O 



Patent document 
cited in search report 


PubScation 
date 


Patent tamily 
members) 


Publication 
data 


EP 0668581 


A 


23-08-1995 


JP 


7037147 A 


97-02-1995 








WO 


9502871 A 


26-01-1995 








KR 


196541 B 


15-06-1999 








US 


5659166 A 


19-08-1997 


FR 2616940 


A 


23-12-1988 


NONE 




US 5380991 


A 


10-01-1995 


AU 
WO 


1175195 A 
9514287 A 


06-06-1995 
26-05-1995 



& For more details about this annex : see Official Journal of the European Patent Office, No. 12/82 



5 



This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 

Operations and is not part of the Official Record 



Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 



□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

□ LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCE(S) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 




FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 



